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The Notice of Allowability mailed January 2, 2009 included a statement of reasons 
for allowance. The Examiner cited particular claim elements as not taught by the prior art of 
record and states that these elements appear in Claim 1. The language cited by the Examiner 
does not accurately cite the claim language of Claim 1. For example, Claim 1 recites "a 
downstream pipe having a first straight pipe portion opened in the expansion room, a second 
straight pipe portion opened outside of the expansion room, and the first straight pipe portion 
and the second straight pipe portion being joined together by a curved pipe portion", whereas 
the Examiner cites "a downstream pipe having a first straight pipe portion, a first end potion 
thereof is opened into an expansion room, a second straight pipe portion and a second end 
potion thereof is opened outside of the expansion room.." To the extent that the Examiner's 
reasons for allowance suggest or state that certain limitations or combinations are not found 
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U.S. Application No. 10/783,666 

Comments on Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

in the prior art and imply that the allowed claims recite particular claim elements, regardless 
of the actual claim language, it is noted that "the record as a whole" must be considered as a 
supplement to the statement of reasons for allowance, and to the extent that the record is 
clear and complete, it shall control the interpretation of any and all claims. 
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